
First Assembly of God Church Board
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June 10, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

Many individuals and parents have asked us for a public statement regarding the future of Crook County
Christian School. Some may not be aware, but CCCS was established in 1994 as an inter-denominational
ministry of First Assembly of God church to the community. For over 20 years (1994-2015), CCCS
provided a high-quality, Christian education alternative to hundreds of students and families.

We very strongly believe that the need for such education is greater than ever, and we are excited and
committed to see that legacy continue in 2022. CCCS will relaunch with an expanded focus and vision to
meet the growing challenges and needs in our culture, community and beyond. We are not only
committed to the original God-given vision that birthed CCCS, but for the opportunity to reach even more
students and families than ever before. We are determined to build something sustainable for students to
pursue God through excellence in discipleship, academics and leadership. We want to be the best option
in the region for our families, and it’s at the heart of every policy we make and program we will offer.

We are also excited to announce that donors inspired by that vision have stepped forward to come
alongside CCCS to help make necessary changes and guarantee all of our programs will be available
next year, regardless of enrollment numbers. Others have stepped forward to generously donate for
scholarships and other needs. We are overwhelmed by God’s support through those He continues to
inspire and the generosity of those within the community!

With regard to High Desert Christian Academy, it is deeply regrettable that HDCA has made and allowed
many partial truths, false and misleading statements to be made publicly regarding our church, staff and
intentions. We strongly believe that it is sinful and unbiblical, though we have and remain willing to meet
with parents and families seeking more facts and information.

We began expressing some very significant concerns early in the school year to key stakeholders. For
months we attempted to dialog with HDCA, its administration and board to determine if there was
compatibility and alignment with future vision as well as expressing deep concerns for necessary changes
regarding financial management, low staff wages and high staff turnover, attracting and keeping qualified
teachers, academic performance, student behavior and safety, corporate governance, and various other
systemic concerns. It was also concerning and disheartening when we asked HDCA’s board about their
vision and the simple question of who owns it (board or administration) and no answer could be given.
When administration found and produced a vision document that was given to the accreditation
committee in 2017, most of the HDCA board expressed they had never seen the document. While its
stated purpose was to drive the administration and board’s strategic planning from 2017-22, we realized
that there had been significant regression, and that key components in development, staffing, policy and
finance had not been addressed in the past five years, including pre-covid.

Over the course of several months, we invested hundreds of hours in research, documentation, and
visiting thriving schools in our region and beyond. We also crafted significant vision and strategies to help
lay a foundation for a sustainable plan for Christian education in our community that would thrive
spiritually and academically to meet the changing cultural needs of students and families for the



foreseeable future. Throughout that time, we also attempted to share and discuss that vision with HDCA’s
board. While we were expressly told it wasn’t desired or necessary, there were few if any questions asked
or tangible discussion from HDCA’s board regarding the points of that vision nor the concerns shared in
those meetings. Despite our continuous attempts, we were consistently met with disinterest, dismissal, or
statements that what we wanted to accomplish was both difficult, costly and ambitious. We agree! It is a
calling that takes an immense amount of time, resources, passion and dedication to vision in order to
achieve, and we believe it’s worth it for the future of our kids and community.

While we held out hope that HDCA would eventually come alongside the vision, on May 5th we received
a final communication to our board letting us know very clearly that they were not in alignment with the
vision or the resources and accountability we felt were necessary for the future. They indicated their
desire to end the discussions, and their answer would remain “NO” as a final response. In light of this, we
feel compelled to continue moving forward with a comprehensive vision plan and the changes required for
long-term stability and to meet the increasing community needs. We certainly wish HDCA well in their
future endeavors. We are strong proponents for school choice, and we believe there is ample room for
multiple schools to serve the diverse needs of a rapidly growing population just like similar communities in
our region.

Our primary focus remains steadfastly committed to the road ahead and the vision to create the
highest-quality Christian education in the region, to meet the rapidly growing needs for more childcare
and afterschool care, and to increase educational options and alternatives for as many families as
possible. The demand for private Christian education will continue to grow for the foreseeable future as
more and more parents seek opportunities that allow their children to thrive and grow academically and
spiritually in a rapidly degrading culture. We have a mission to help meet that need in traditional as well
as new, innovative ways. It is our vision and hope in the next 3-5 years to help every family in Crook
County that desires a high-quality, inter-denominational Christian education will have access to it via
traditional, homeschool, or flexible hybrid delivery models.

We are excited about the future of Christian education in Crook County, and we are excited for the
reopening of Crook County Christian School.

Sincerely,
First Assembly of God Church and Board


